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ARTLIFE

BART "BOY " KIAMKO

"Artbooks and maga-
zines featuring the works
of the European masters
Leonardo Da Vinci,
Michelangelo and Raphael
(remember the Ninja tur-

tles?) attracted the admira-
hun of the young Abellana
in 1924, while in grade
three. However, a year be-

fore finishing grade
school, his interest and cu-
riosity in the works of es-
tablished masters shifted
to Rembrandt upon seeing
"The Portrait of an Old
Woman" painted.in 1634
by the Dutch Master. "No-
body can beat Rembrandt
when it comes to portrait.’

Remembering the Viaestro

on his 8074 birth ¢ myersory

ix years after the death of Artist Emeritus
Martino Abellana, his memory not only lin-
gers on but continues to influence a good
number of visual artists.

I’'m one of the beneficiarizz of Maestro Ti-
nong’s unselfish, “give-it-all” process of teach-
ing. %\ot to be forgotten is his methodical han-

dling of our class in Visua! Arts Fundamen-
tal. He was a sincere friend, a loving father and a great
teacher to those of us who pursued the visual arts. He
encouraged the talented students to visit his hometown,
Carcar, on weekends to learn more of the art of painting
from him.

A week before the Maestro died, | wrote in the Feb,
26, 1988 issue of Sun.Star Daily.

"Some art connoisseurs in our society believe that
Abellana is the heir apparent of Fernando Amorsolo.
Others believe that the former is deeper than the latter.
Be that as it may, Abellana will be remembered as Abel-
lana.”

"I was already an artist before [ took up fine arts,” the
Maestro answered when asked why he took the course.
"Love for art is inborn, but an artist leam the tech-
niques,” he added.”

MARTINO ABELLANA s month before his death.

. .not even the caliber of
Titian, Tintoretto and
Veronese,” he said.

"In 1933, he took up
fine arts in Mam]a, enroll-
ing at the University of

* the Philippines (at the

time near the Phili
General ital e
Paco district). One of hxs

rofessors, Vicente Rivera

ir, upon realizing the tre-

mendous talent of his Ce-
buano student, advised
Abellana to visit the Prado
of Madrid, Spain, to see
the works otPI:he European
masters.”

Since it was obvious
that he didn"t have the
means at the time, it ook
him nearly 50 years to ful-
fill the wish of Mir. In
Sept. 1985, he finally took
the trip, not to the Prado
in Spam, but to the Na-
tional Gallery of London
the Louvre in Paris and
other major museums in
Europe.”

"It was there at the Na-
tional Galler&.of London
that he saw the portrait of
anold »mm%n by Rem-
brandt. The European
tour lasted three months.

Jaime Picomell in his
column Art and Culture in

“the March 10, 1988 issue

of the Freeman wrote:
"We will forever mourn
the ing away of
Martino Abellana, an art-
ist of the first magnitude,

|

"Somaﬂcomolsuun
In our society belleve that
Abellana is the heir appe-
rent of Fernando Amorsolo.
Others belleve that the
former Is deeper than the
latter. Be that as it may,
Abellana will be remem-
bered as Abellana.”

one of whom we knew for
a long time, whose works
in the most varied styles
merited praiseworthy
comment. We’ve seen his
abstracts, his landscapes,
and best of all, the

traits of the Cebuanos of
the moment as well as the.
humble. Marino lived in
Carcar, tau ht at UP, was
ever expa.n ing his hori-

"He drew inspiration
from his inner self, from
the innate spirit that
dwells within the true art-
ist - to pursue beauty, and
not to rest till itis
achieved. And yet it al-
ways seems effortless to
his Erot 1p 0 Eutoe

t trip to
some years a; umﬁthe
had come to
yet one could a.waeeI that
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Remembering the
Maestro on his
80th birth

anniversary

< From Page E-2
all along he had known what it
wlsdl-hult,udh-dludved
the same as those of the
masters he jred.”

Now, Maestro Abellana is one
of those masters admired not
only by his students but also by
his mumerous collectors. It was
hwbd*wl'unlndd:g
nity to ly” painters by re-

to let go of his
e,

&nﬁmndgnmum . In-
stead, he divided his time be-
traits and peri sojourns in the

&mnghu with his
ever increasing followers had be-

come his obsession. In 1968, |
asked him how he managed to
endure bumpy rides (the road
from Cebu to Carcar then was
most of the time bad to worst)
daily to teach architecture stu-
dents of two local universities.
It's my commitment to art.. .
1 won’t abandon the students
who need me most. Besides, they
(the school owners) haven't got

anyone to take my place yet, was
his 3
UPCC Fine Arts
opened in the 70’s, Abellana’s
and theories came
nght the works of his
young ts. But he seemed

me in 1988, a month before his
death: “There’s 80 much in the
asriculum | would have wanted
to change, but the dedisions come
from Manila.”

W was then that his health

tor, otherwise quitting his teach-
ing job may have given him more
time to amass wealth by concen-
trating in painting the rich and fa- |
mous. He did paint a select num-
ber of sitters, who have since be-
come his friends. . . some for free.
By the time of his death, an
unfinished it of Dr. Vivina
Chiu was

up in his
easel. Nev u::;hl“
way through and the
d\z!dlofﬂ\:nﬂz Thad to
convince her that most of the por-
traits the Master did may be for-
in time, while hers would

March 19, 1988 featured the oil
portraits of men and women who
where kind enough to loan their
collection to Cely Valero, who
made sure that maximum expo-
sure would be attained. From the
files of Picornell, these are the
names:

"Dofia Lolita Aboitiz, Don Ra-
mon Abaitiz, Matias Asnar Fruc-

Gaisano, Stephen Gaisano (in his
otﬁu,udh\lidlngbp) Alma
MuhAmrHol the

Pa Chiok
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anhm.
bdleCornbemRmthYm,

u\dq\ndhenndzdmu]J
hadm&ubmohmdnvuhrh
I th’l- o —
I’mlhﬂghndsapaw‘ﬂuuﬂy
time when was Zzero. A
clear reason why he was never

lured to live in big
and Cebu.

Jan. 30 is the 80/
versary of the late ]
Martino Abellana.’

clan honors him th
Modesta Gaisano F
m’ 3 ‘IIMIIII!
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consecutive year, t
esta Gaisano Four
available the sum «
the winners of the
test which is
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the Cebuano coma
Cebu's greatest ar



